The society believes that young investigators are key to the continuation and expansion of our field of neuroimmune pharmacology. Thus, we have dedicated four events in this year's conference to young scientists. The 17th SNIP Conference will open on Wednesday evening (April 6) with the Young Investigator Poster Session, which highlights recent research accomplishments by young researchers. This poster session will be followed by a special "Meet the Mentors" dinner, attended by the young investigators who are presenting their work at the conference as well as mentors from academia, industry, and the National Institutes of Health (NIH), who have influenced the field of neuroimmune pharmacology. Larry Robinson, Ph.D., Provost at Seton Hall University, will be the featured speaker at this dinner and will give a lecture on the value of mentoring in promoting career development of young investigators. In addition to the Young Investigator Poster Session, a general poster session will also be held on Thursday, April 7. The third event dedicated to young investigators will be the Young Investigators' Symposium, which will take place on Friday, April 8. The aim of this symposium will be to highlight the work of three postdoctoral and three predoctoral researchers selected by the Young Investigator Travel Award Committee, from the pool of over 40 abstracts, based on their quality and research accomplishments. The Bill Narayan Memorial Lecture, sponsored by Dr. Gendelman in memory of his mentor, the late Dr. Bill Narayan, will be the fourth event dedicated to young investigators. This lecture, which will be given on Saturday, April 9, will emphasize the essential role that reciprocity plays in the mentor-mentee relationship, and will serve as an example of the important role of the mentor in the professional and intellectual growth of young investigators. This year's conference will include two plenary lectures. On Thursday, April 7, Horace H. Loh, Ph.D. will present the first conference plenary lecture on receptor engineering in the treatment of pain and the search for the "ideal analgesic." Dr. Loh's lecture will set the tone for the conference in that it will highlight the integration of pharmacology into the neuroimmunology of health and disease. Our second plenary lecture will be presented by Steve Nelson, M.D. (Dean, Louisiana State University School of Medicine) at the opening session on Saturday, April 9. Dr. Nelson will describe the nexus between alcohol, immunosuppression, and HIV-1 infection. His presentation will highlight the relationship between substance addiction and HIV-1 neurocognitive deficits, and will shed light on the impact of these disorders on stem cell biology. This plenary lecture will set the stage for symposia V, VI, and VII to follow.
There will be a total of seven symposia presented at the conference. The first two symposia will address important issues on drugs of abuse and neuroAIDS. Symposium (Rush University Medical Center) will follow with a presentation on the role of T cell activation and T cell subsets in anti-HIV immunity. Tom Molitor, Ph.D. (University of Minnesota) will then address the effects of drug abuse on maternal immunity and its influence on neonatal immune development. Two young investigators will also speak at this symposium. Honghong Yao, Ph.D. (University of Nebraska Medical Center) will address the implications of increased vascular permeability on the induction of platelet-derived growth factor mediated by cocaine, and Li Liu, Ph.D. (University of Hong Kong, SAR, People's Republic of China) will address the effects of the cannabinoid, delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol, on SIVmac251 infection in Chinese Macaque monkeys. The inclusion of Drs. Yao and Liu in this symposium is intended to encourage junior investigators to give oral presentations at major symposia, and is in keeping with the mission of the society to promote the professional development of young investigators.
These first two symposia will be followed by a special session that will focus on teaching and learning in the field of Neuroimmune Pharmacology. This special session will The final three symposia will focus on the relationship between substance addiction and HIV-1 neurocognitive deficits, and will discuss the impact that these disorders has on stem cell biology. In summary, the meeting will focus on disseminating new knowledge in the convergent areas of neuroAIDS and drug abuse, professional development of young investigators, active engagement of international investigators, and integration of fundamental basic science concepts and their clinical translation. The individual presentations range from basic science topics, to studies involving animal models for evaluation of infectious disease mechanisms and treatment modalities, to the study of human populations (including minority and female populations) and the effects of HIV in those populations, and finally to the development of drugs and other treatment modalities as a means of combating HIV infection.
The Hilton Clearwater Beach Resort conference site is conveniently located 20 min from the St. Petersburg/ Clearwater International Airport and a half hour from Tampa International Airport, providing flexibility with flights. Just steps away, the Clearwater Beach Marina offers fishing, snorkeling, and dolphin-watching charters, and Pier 60 holds a nightly celebration in honor of the breathtaking Gulf sunset. Restaurants and shops are a short walking distance from the conference center.
Again, welcome to the 17th Annual Conference of the Society on NeuroImmune Pharmacology.
